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THE OTTAI^,-A KOREAN COMMUNITY CHURCH

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I - NAME

This Church shall be known as 
"THE 

OTTAWA KOREA\I

COMMUNITY CHURCH''.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE AND ACTIVITIES

The purpose and act iv i t ies of  th is  Church are to

worship our  God,  Heavenly  Father ;  to  prov ide for  Chr is t ian

fe l l owsh ip ;  t o  assume respons ib i l i t y  i n  p ropaga t ing  the  gospe l

of  Lord Jesus Chr is t  boLh at  home and in  fore ign lands;  and

submi t  ou rse l ves  fo r  Chr i s t i an  se rv i ces  to  soc ia l  needs .

ARTICLE III  - STATEMENT OF FAITH

The Ottawa Korean Cornnunity Church is an independent

body,  formed by in terdenominat ional  congregat ions,  and stands

f i rmly in  the b ib l ica l  Chr is t ian fa i th  as s tated in  the fo l lowing

S ta temen t  o f  Fa i th :

We be l i eve  i n :

l .  The  un i t y  o f  t he  Fa the r ,  Son  and  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  i n

the Godhead.

2 ,  The  sove re ign ty  o f  God  in  c rea t i on ,  reve la t i on ,

redempt ion and f ina l  judgement .
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3.  The d iv ine inspi rat ion and ent i re  t rust -wor th iness

of  Holy  Scr ip ture,  as or ig ina l ly  g iven and i ts

supreme authority in al l  matters of faith and

conduc t .

4 .  The dei ty  of  our  Lord.  Jesus Chr is t ,  His  v i rg in

b i r t h ,  H i s  s in less  human  l i f e ,  H i s  m i rac les ,  H is

sac r i f i c i a l  dea th  on  the  c ross ,  H is  bod i l y

resurrect ion ,  His  ascension to  the r ight  hand of

our  Heavenly  Father ,  and His  personal  and bodi ly

return on the Day of the Lord.

5.  The universal  s in fu lness and gui l t  o f  ar l  men s ince

the fa l l ,  render ing them subject  to  God's  wrath and

condemrat ion.

6.  Redempt ion f rom the gui l t ,  domin ion and pol lu t ion of

s in ,  so le l y  t h rough  the  sac r i f i c i a l  dea th  (as  ou r

Representat ive and Subst i tu te)  o f  the Lord Jesus

Chr i s t ,  t he  i nca rna te  Son  o f  God .

7 .  The  j us t i f i ca t i on  o f  t he  s inne rs  by  the  g race  o f  God

through fa i th  a lone.

8 .  The  m in i s t r y  o f  t he  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  who  regenera tes ,

sea1s ,  sanc t i f i es ,  f i l 1s  and  empowers  the  be l i eve rs

to bapt ize them into the one Body of  Chr is t ,  equip

them wi th sp i r i tua l  g i f ts ,  and enable them to mani fest

the  f ru i t s  o f  t he  Sp i r i t .

9 .  The one holy  Universal  Church which is  the Body of

Chr is t  and to  which a l l  be l ievers belong.

10. The commandment given to the believers to be in

separat ion f rom the wor ld  as essent ia l  d i rect ive

in  l ead ing  i n  Chr i s t i an  ac t i v i t i es ;  i . e .  sepa ra t i on

f rom al l  re l ig ious apostacy,  a l l  wor ld ly  and s in fu l

p leasu res ,  p rac t i ces  and  assoc ia t i ons  under  the

con t ro l  o f  Sa tan .
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ARTICLE IV - ORDINANCES AND PRACTICES

The ord inances of  bapt ism and the Lord 's  Supper  shal l

be admin is tered and regular ly  observed as d i rected in  the Holy

Scr ip ture.  Chr is t ian Marr iages and Chr is t ian Bur ia l  o f  the Dead

sha1l  be admin is tered accord ing to  the Chr is t ian pract ices.

ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP

The membership wil l  be extended to those who give

credib le profess ion of  fa i th  in  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  as Saviour

and who are in essential agreement with the Statement of Faith

as set  for th  in  th is  Const i tu t ion.  Members must  be at  least

e ighteen(18)  years of  age and must  have at tanded the Church

regu la r l y  f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  a t  l eas t  s i x (6 )  mon ths .

ARTOCLE VI - CHURCH OFFICERS

Sec t ion  I  -  The  O f f i ce rs :

The of f icers of  th is  Church shal l  be a Pastor ,  a  Counci l

o f  E lde rs ,  a  Board  o f  Deacons  and  a  Board  o f  T rus tees .

Sec t i on  2  -  The  Pas to r :

Nominat ions for  Pastor  shal l  be submit ted to  the Church

congregat ion by both the Counci l  o f  E lders and the Board of  Deacons.

Sec t i on  3  -  The  Counc i l  o f  E lde rs :

The Counci l  o f  E lders is  responsib le for  Spi r i tua l

af fa i rs  of  the Church.  The Counci l  consis ts  of  a  Pastor  and a

number of members. The nuurber of members shall  be determined

by  the  Board  o f  Deacons  on  the  bas i s  o f  one  pe r  eve ry  f i f t een ( I5 )

membership of the Church. The Board of Deacons sha1l recommend
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nenbers of  the Counci l ,  and the i r  na i les shal l  be sub.n i t ted for

congretat ional  e lect ion at  the annual  congregat ional  neet ing.

The Chai rman of  the Corrnc i l  shal l  be e lected by ,nenbers of  the

Counc i l .  The  te r .n  o f  t he  Counc i l  menbers  sha l l  be  th ree (3 )

years.  l {o  more than one-hal f  o f  the Cpunci l  inembers shal l

re t i re  a t  the  sa .ne  t i ine .

Sec t ion  4  -  The  Boar j  o f  Deacons :

The BoarC of  Deacons is  responcib le for  adrn in is t ra t ive

af fa i rs  of  the Church.  The Board consis ts  of  a  Chai rnan,  a

Sec re ta ry ,  a  T reasu re r ,  Heads  anJ  Depu ty  Heads  o f  each  Commi t tee

ani l  Depar tnent ,  and a Pastor .  The nei lbers of  the Board shal l  be

noninated by the Counci l  o f  X lders to  be approvet l  by congregat ions

at  the annual  congreBat ional  r&eet ing.  The Board , lenbers except

the  Execu t i ve  O f f i ce rs  sha l l  se rve  fo r  two (2 )  yea rs .  The  Execu t i ve

Of f i ce rs  -  t he  Cha i rnan ,  t he  Sec re ta ry ,  and  the  T reasu re r  sha l l

se rve  fo r  one ( l )  yea r  i n  t he i r  capac i t y .

S e c t i o n  5  -  T h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s :

The  t soa rd  o f  T rus tees  sha l l  cons i s t  o f  t h ree (3 )  nembers

e lec ted  fo r  t en (10 )  yea rs  by  the  congrega t i ons  and  sha l l  be  e l i 3 ib le

fo r  re -e lec t i on .  They  sha l l  be  d i rec t l y  respons ib le  fo r  t he  Church

p r o P e r t y .

ARTICLE VII - CO:.S,IITTEES AND DSPARTMENTS

The Co.nmittees of this Church may incluJe the l,r lorship

and Miss ions Co.rnni t tee,  the Fel lowship Commit tee,  and the Chr is t ian

ECucat ion Cor in i t tee.  The tsoard of  Deacons has the author i ty  to

inst i tu te such other  Co.nmi tLees or  Depar t .nents of  th is  Church as
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deemed necessary f rom t ime to t ime,  subject  to  approval  o f  the

Cor :nc i l  o f  E lde rs .

Nominations of meurbers of the various Cournittees and

Depar tments shal l  be made by the Board of  Deacons.  Commit tee

members shal l  serve for  two(2)  years.  Each Conni t tee sha1l

consist of a minimum of f ive members including a Head and

a Deputy Head.

Sect ion I  -  Worship and Miss ions Coumit tee:

This  Courmi t tee shal l  be responsib le for :

- An annual regular worship program and proceed,

- Visit ing the Church members,

-  Tak ing care of  the sanctuary,

-  Tak ing act ive par t  o f  propagat ing the gospel  o f

Jesus Chr is t

Sect ion 2 -  Fel lowship Cormi t tee:

This  Comni t tee shal l  be reponsib le for :

- Promoting programs for encouraging ttre fel lowship

among the Church members and others,

-  Tak ing care of  the fe l lowship room.

Sect ion 3 -  Chr is t ian Educat ion Commit tee:

This  Coruni t tee shal l  be responsib le for : .

-  P lanning,  co-ord inat ing,  and implement ing overa l l

educat ion prograns of  the Church:  Sunday School ,

p r a y e r  m e e t i n g s  o r  b i b l e  c l a s s e s ,  e t c . ,

-  Prov id ing a nursery for  babies for  Church events,

-  Tak ing care of  the educat ional  rooms.
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ARTICLE VI I I ELECTION AND BUSINESS MEETINGS

Sec t ion  I The Annual Congregat ional  Business Meet i

The annual  congregat ional  bus iness 'eet ing shal l  be

held in  January each year .  This  neet ing shal l  be announced one

nonth pr ior  to  the sa id congregat ional  bus iness neet ing.

Sec tLon  2 S p e c i a l Co re ;a t i ona l  Bus iness  Mee t ins  :

Specia l  Congregat ional  Business Meet ing inay

l .  The  Pas to r  w i th  consen t  o f  t he  Counc i l  o f

t he  Board  o f  Deacons .

2.  The Chai rman of  the Board of  Deacons upon

order  of  a  'na jor i ty  o f  the Board,  or

3 .  A  wr i t t en  reques t  o f  no  l ess  than  one - th i rd  o f  t he

regular  ne inbers of  the congregat ion.

i {o t ice of  such meet ings shal l  be announced two(2)

weeks in  advance.

ARTICLE IX PROPERTY

The church shal l  have the r ight  to  purchase or  acqui re

b y  g i f t ,  b e q u e s t  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  a s  t r u s t e e ,

a n d  t o  o w r l ,  h o l d  i n  t r u s t ,  u s e ,  s e l l , c o n v e y ,  m o r t g a t e ,  l e a s e

or  o the rw ise  d i spose  o f  any  rea l  es ta te  o r  cha tLe l s  as  nay  be

necessa ry  fo r  t he  fu r the rance  o f  i t s  pu rpose ,  a l l  i n  acco rdance

w i th  i t s  cons t i t u t i on  and  by - law  o r  as  the  same, : i r ay  be  he rea f te r

nod i f i eJ  o r  amended .

DECLARATIOI{ OF NOT{-PROFIT STATUS

b e  c a l l e d  b y

E l d e r s  o r

wr i t t en

ARTICLE X

The Church shal l  be carr ied on wi thout  purpose of  ga in
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for i ts mesibers and any profi ts or other accretions to the

orgar tLzat ion shal l  be used in  prourot ing i ts  ob jects .

ARTICLE XI - A}4ENPMENTS

This eonstitut ion and by-1aw may be amended at any

annual congregational business meeting of this Church, or at

any specia l  congregat ional  bus iness meet ing duly  ca l led for  that

speci f ic  purpose,  prov ided that  a  copy of  the proposed amendment

has been presented in  wr i t ing to  the Board of  Deacons and the

Counci l  o f  E lders at  least  th i r ty  days before the date of  the

business meet ing,  and the not ice of  sa id proposed amendment  shal l

have been given in the announcements of the said business meeting.

A copy of the proposed amendment or amendments shall  be

available to any voting members between the t ime of the announcement

and the t ime of  the congregat ional  bus iness meet ing,  on appl icat ion

to the Chai rman of  the Board of  Deacons.

An amendment to be adopted shall  require a three-quater

major i ty  vote of  the two- th i rds of  reg is tered members present  and

vot ing at  the meet ing.
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BY-LAW

BY-LAI^I I - MEMBERSHIP

Sect ion I  -  Membership_Appl icat ions:

The Counci l  o f  E lders shal l  receive appl icat ions for

membership,  shal l  make invest igat ion re la t ing thereto as i t  deems

appropr ia te,  and shal l  approve the admiss ion in to the Church those

applicants who meet membership requirements.

Sect ion 2 -  Procedures for  Appl icat : ion:

1.  Appl icat ion for  membership shal l  be received on

a standard appl icat ion form.

2.  Appl icat ions who have been approved by the Counei l

o f  E lders shal l  be publ ic ly  received in to the Church.

Sect ion 3 -  Terminat ion of  Membership:

1.  Term- inat ion:

Membership in this Church shall  be ,terminated on the

fo l lowing grounds:

- Volirntary withdrawal from membership,

- An extreme case of immoral action, when there is no

evidence of  repentance,  a f ter  fu1 l  invest igat ion of  the

evidence by the Counci l  o f  E lders,

-  The propagat ion of  doct r ines contrary  to  those set  for th

in  the Statement  of  Fai th  which cause d iscord or  d issension

t^r i th  mal ic ious in tent ,  a f ter  fu l l  invest igat ion of  the

Counc i l  o f  E lde rs  acco rd ing  to  B ib l i ca l  p r i nc ip les .



Page 9
January,  1983

2 .  D i s c i p l i n e :

In the event of a serious difference arising between

members of  the congregat ions,  i f  reconci l ia t ion cannot  be af fected

by the par t ies involved,  they shal l  have the r ight  to  appeal  to  the

Pastor  or  the Cor :nc i l  o f  E lders,  who wi l l  proceed accord ing to

Bib l ica l  pr inc ip les.  Whenever  any d isc ip l inary act ion has been

taken i t  should be considered remedia l  and every ef for t  j -s  to  be

made to restore the of fender .

BY-LAI^I II OFFICERS

Sec t ion  I P a s t o r :

1 .  Nominat ion and Cal l :

Aecord ing to  nominat ion submit ted by the Counci l  o f  E lders

and the Board of  Deacons,  a  ca l l  shal l  be extended to a Pastor  when

he receives a two- th i rd  major i ty  o f  the bal lo ts  cast  a t  a  congregat ional

meeting duly convened for that purpose.

2 -  Dut ieg : .

The Paster  shal l  be the sp i r i tua l  overseer  of  Ehe Church

responsib le for  a l l  regular  and specia l  serv ices and min is t rat ion

of  the ord inances and pract ices of  the Church,  and shal l  be a

mer iber  of  the Counci l  o f  E leders and the Board of  Deacons.  No

person shal l  be inv i ted to  speak or  preach wi thout  h is  approval .

No congregat ional  bus iness meet ings shal1 be held in  h is  absence

r :n less he is  not i f ied in  advance or  excused bv h is  own.  reasons.

3.  Remunerat ion:

All  congregational nembers are responsible for the

remunerat ion for  the pastora l  serv ices rendered by the Pastor

to the Church. Ihe remuneration shall  be administered by the

Board of  Deacons in  consul ta t ion wi th  the Counci l  o f  E lders.
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4 .  Res igna t i on :

The Pastor  na)r  res ign by g iv ing t \^ /o  month 's  wr i t ten

not ice to  the conBregat ion af ter  hav ing duly  not i f ied the Counei l

o f  E lders and the Board of  Deacons by a le t ter  addresed to the

Chairnan of  the Counci l  and the Board.  Separat ion a l lowanee shal l

be at  the d iscret ion of  the Counci l  and the Board.

5 .  V a c a n c y :

When the pastorate become vacant ,  the Counci l  o f  E lders

and the Board of  Deacons together  shal l  be empowered to  act  in  the

fu l1 const i tu t ional  capaci ty  of  the Pastor ,  and shal l  ar r .ange to

prov ide su i tab le pulp i t  min is t ry  unt i l  such t ime as a new Pastor

has  been  du l y  i ns ta l l ed .

6 .  Remova l :

The Pastor  may be removed,  on the ground of  h is  personal

immoral i ty  or  that  h is  personal  be l ie f ,  preaching or  teaching

shal l  not  be in  fu l l  accord wi th  the doct r ina l  s tandard and

statement  of  Fai th  of  th is  church,  by a three-quar ter  na jor i ty

vote of  the two- th i rds of  reg is tered members present  and vot ing at

a neet ing ca l led for  that  purpose by the Church Of f icers;  however ,

in such an event, the Pastor shall  be given a minimum of one

mon th l  s  sa la rv .

Sec t i on  2 C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s :

I .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s :

Members of  the Counci l  shal l  be members

. for  a  per iod of  a t  least  one year  and shal l  have

of the Church

the  neeessa ry

I  T i m .  3 )Scriptural quali f  ications of Deacons. (AcrE€-_lLLi

2 .  D u t i e s :

i " Iembers of  the Counci l  shal l  ass is t  the Pastor  wi th  the
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Lord ' s  Supper  and  Bap t i sma l  Se rv i ces ,  v i s i t a t i on ,  p raye r  f o r

the  s i ck ,  we lcoming  chu rch  v i s i t o rs  and  o the r  such  du t i es  re la ted

to the sp i r i tua l  wel fare of  the Church-  The Counci l  sha1l  have

r igh t  o f  re fusa l  f o r  any  po l i t i ca l  o r  soc ia l  engagemen t .

A nenber  of  the Counci l  eannot  ho ld the of f ices of  the Counci l

and the Board of  Deacons concurrent ly .

Sec t i on  3 Board  o f  Deacons :

l .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  :

The Board of  Deacons shal l  be composed of  persons who

have been menbers of  the Church for  a t  least  one( l )  year  and

have  the  necessa ry  Sc r ip tu ra l  qua l i f i ca t i ons  o f  Deacons .
,-----_\2

( A c t {  6 t U i  I  T i i n . 3 )
- -==+<j+- =:--

2 .  D u t i e s :

The Board shal l  serve the Church by act ing in  mat ters

per ta in ing to  the aCnin is t ra t ive af fa i rs  of  the Church.  The

BoarC shal l  meet  at  least  four(4)  t imes a year .  Any four  members

o f  t he  BoarC  sha l l  have  the  r i gh t  t o  ca l l  f o r  a  Board  mee t ing .

A major i ty  in  any,neet ing of  the Board shal l  const i tu te a quoru i l l

prov iCing that  a l l  members have been not i f ied of  the neet ing.

SecL ion  4 Execu t i ve  O f f i ce rs  o f  t he  BoarC  o f  Deacons :

l .  D u t i e s  :

An execut ive of f icer  o f  the Board,  the Chai rman shal l

ca l l  Lhe annual  anJ specia l  congregat ional  meet ings and the

regular  and specia l  meet ings of  the Board of  Deacons and shal l

represent  the Board in  the Church admin is t rat ive af fa i rs .  The

Sec re ta ry  sha l l  t ake  cha rge  o f  t he  Cha i rman 's  du t i es  i n  h i s

absence  and  be  cus tod ian  o f  t he  reco rds  o f  t he  va r ious  mee t ings

o f  t he  Church  and  p repa re  repo r t s  as  d i rec ted  by  the  Board .
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The Treasurer  shal l  d isburse such funds as author izec by the

Board ;  sha l l  keep  an  accu ra te  reco rd  o f  accoun ts ;  sha l l

present  a f inancia l  s ta teurent  a t  the annual  congregat ional

mee t ing  and  a t  any  o lhe r  t imes  when  reques ted  to  do -so  by , the

Board;  shal l  ar range to have the books audi ted before the

annual  con3reJat ional  neet ing by a audi tor  or  audi tors

appo in ted  by  the  Board ;  and  sha l l  be  respons ib le  fo r  t he

i s s u a n c e  o f  o f f i c i a l  r e c e i p t s .

2 .  Cus tody  o f  Church  Funds :

At  least  two delegateJ Board members shal l  be

custodians of  a l l  Church funds and shal l  deposi t  them in

a designated char tered bank in  the na.re of  the church and

sha l l  s i gn  a l l  cheques .

GENERAL REMAiTKS

Dra f t  o f  t h i s  Cons t i t u t i on  and  By - law  was  p repa reC and  subn i t t ed

by the church of f icers at  the specia l  congregat ional  meet ing

cal lec for  the const i tu t ional  anend,nent  and held on the 26th

day  o f  December ,  L982 .  r t  was  rev iewed ,  rev i sed  and  adop ted

as  se t  f o r th  as  above  by  the  congrega t i on .

r t  was decided at  Lhe congregat ionai  meet ing that  th is  Engl ish

ve rs ion  i s  t he  o r i g ina l  o f  t he  chu rch  cons t i t u t i on  and  sha l l

govern,  should any d i f ference ar ise in  in terpretat ion of  the

cons t i t u t i on  t rans la ted  i n to  Ko rean .
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